In 1926 a Sub-committee of the Science Committee of the British Medical Association, appointed " to inquire into the steps which have been, and are being, taken in relation to the prevention, detection, and treatment of cardiac disease in children, and to make proposals in connexion therewith," and presided over by Sir Humphry Rolleston, Bart., decided to institute inquiries into the environment in which juvenile rheumatism was most prone to develop. One of these inquiries, it was thought, should concern itself with an area that included a wide variety of social and geographical conditions, and it was decided that these requirements would be met by taking Bristol as a centre and the three counties of Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wilts as the periphery. The 
